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Vision 
 
We envision a congregationally-supported farm where fresh fruits and vegetables 
are produced in a manner which is ecologically sound, distributed in a manner 
which is socially just, and prepared and consumed in community with the poor, for 
whom Jesus came to proclaim good news, and among whom He is found. 

 
We envision a community in which the fruit of the ground and the fruit of the Spirit 
are cultivated and grow together; where all people are physically and spiritually 
nourished, and where all who hunger and thirst are satisfied with good things in 
Jesus’ name. 

Mission (2015-16) 
 
Our mission is to build community and satisfy the hungry in Jesus’ name by working 
together to convert a vacant lot into a sustainable, productive, and beautiful food 
garden and donating the produce to families in need.   
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Executive Summary 
 
I stretch out my hands to You; My soul longs for You, as a parched land. (Ps. 143:6) 
 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. (Mt. 
5:6) 
 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! The 2016 growing season, our second, 
was one of patience and of prayer, marked by early drought, delayed planting, and 
the resulting loss of nearly 50 plant starts. Yet despite these circumstances, God 
continued to bless our community and the garden in which it grew. We were 
pleased to be joined for the first time by our neighbors Sui & Lilly, Mario, and 
Charles. It was not uncommon to see “church tomatoes” ripening in neighbors’ 
windowsills. And when members of CFMC canvassed the neighborhood to invite 
children to Vacation Bible School, many neighbors had come to know CFMC as “the 
church across from the garden.” In addition, nearly one ton (1,926 lbs) of 
beautiful, fresh vegetables were harvested – a 43% increase over 2015 – all of 
which was given away to City Rescue Mission of Lansing, Volunteers of America, 
garden neighbors and Central attendees. 
 
If you happened by the garden late in the season, you may also have noticed our first 
“cover crop”. This modest mix of winter rye, field peas, ryegrass, clover, and hairy 
vetch will prevent erosion, increase soil organic matter, and improve soil fertility for 
years to come. 
 
To all of you for your many prayers; to CFMC’s pastors for their blessing and 
support; to the garden leaders and many faithful volunteers for their many hours of 
tilling and keeping; to all who donated or maintained tools and supplies; to Rev. 
James Benjamin for providing a diversified crop plan, plant starts, and seeds; to Dan 
Dollahan for installing a water spigot and pedestal water sprinkler; and to Jason 
Elston for watering the garden on a near daily basis: 
 
“Thank you!”   
 
You, too, make the garden flourish.  
 
May all life’s droughts remind you that your hunger and thirst for righteousness will be 
satisfied in due time. Though your cisterns are empty, may you be filled with hope at 
the promise of coming rain. May you become deeply rooted and grounded in the love of 
Christ and, as you grow, may the Holy Spirit bless you abundantly with His fruit. Amen.  
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2016 Leadership Team 
 
James Benjamin  
Marietta Cook  
Bruce Cromwell  
Justin Fast 
Judy Weaver  
 

Volunteers 
 
Countless volunteers made the garden possible.  Special thanks to the following: 
 
Eric Adam 
James Benjamin 
Marietta Cook 
Mindi Cromwell 
Sue Davis 
Dan Dollahan 
Jason, Cameron, & Tre Elston 
Justin, Hannah & Petra Fast 
Ray & Brenda Fast 
Barb Johnson 
Kelsey Lehman 
Jeremy, Erin, Eva & Joshua Schneider 

Betsy Tanner 
Jacob Trevino 
Judy Weaver 
Ryan & Shannon Whelpley 
Charles 
Mario  
Sui and Lilly  
 
 
… and others whose names we may 
have missed, but whose contributions 
we could not have done without! 

 
Student Advisors 
 
Special thanks to the following undergraduate students from Michigan State 
University’s Department of Community Sustainability for their support: 
 
Erin Kleibecker 
Dylan McGee 
Channing McKay 
Emettra Nelson 
Vicky Qiao 
Rebecca Scherr 
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2016 Yields by Crop 
 

 

2015-2016 Yield Comparison 
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2015-2016 Yields by Crop 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7 
 

Appendix 1:  

Garden Location 
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